
Building Innovation-led
Entrepreneurial Pathways for

Accelerating the Reach to SDGs

W O R K S H O P  O N

Venue: University Auditorium, PJTSAU, Hyderabad



March 29, 2023               09:00 hrs - 18:00 hrs



        The adoption of three major international agreements viz. the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs, has necessitated the need for agricultural sector
to look for innovative pathways towards enhancing global food and nutritional securities especially in more challenged, deprived regions. With
the impacts of growing climate changes on the production systems and decreasing natural resources, solutions offered by technology based
innovative pathways offer some promise. However, the adoption of such disruptive means, need a more informed and consensus approach to
ensure better equity and reduce economic divides among regions. While some progress has been made in a few SDG areas like poverty
reduction, child health, access to electricity, gender equality perspectives and agricultural productivity, more focus is needed for reducing
inequalities, bettering nutritional security, building more access to food, lowering carbon emissions, protecting the rich biodiversity and bringing
innovative sustainability models into practice in the agricultural sector. In effect, the 2020 pandemic has widened these SDG gaps leading to an
increase in multidimensional vulnerabilities. 
     The Think 20 engagement under G20 platform offers a unique opportunity to deliberate the issues at policy advocacy level across
stakeholder countries and suggest unique models of deployment. As India takes over G20 Presidency from Indonesia, it continues to address
spillover effects of the pandemic, emerging geo-political crisis, climate change adversities along with the broader goal of accelerating the goals
of SDGs. The theme of The India G20 Presidency as “One Earth, One Family, One Future” and the emphasis on “Lifestyle for Environment”
have set the mandate towards a coherent agenda of sustainable development, climate action and climate justice. This is in line with the 2013
Group of Twenty (G20) leaders’ declaration of “the importance of boosting agricultural productivity, investment and trade to strengthen the global
food system to promote economic growth and job creation”.  
       The essence is to focus on productivity – enhancing investment and the integration of small holders into markets for not only food and
nutritional security but also for enhanced livelihood models leading to economic growth. The SDGs offer a blue print for achieving sustainable
global prosperity. A balanced economic growth and sustainable development requires that this sector reduce ecological footprint by innovative
models of production-consumption agri-food systems. Among the several stakeholders, the new crop of technology developers and
entrepreneurs offer solutions for a more inclusive growth across agri-food value chain leading to higher level of wellness and healthy
populations.

1

Background Note 



     Against this background, the one-day side-event titled “Building Innovation-led Entrepreneurial Pathways for Acceleration the Reach to
SGDs” under Task Force 6 of T-20 engagement for G-20 seeks to get engaged with agri-professionals, innovators, startups, innovative farmer,
industry, investors, policy makers and other stakeholders. Policies for the SDGs need to be designed with an aim to reach the last vulnerable
individual in line and implemented with humane principles at their core. To deepen sustainability efforts, issues such as climate smart
agriculture, biodiversity conservation and sustainable blue economy, and water conservation continue to be areas needing more focus.
Revitalizing the modalities of development cooperation in its various forms remains critical to the attainment of the SDGs by 2030. 
      AgHub, PJTSAU, Hyderabad in partnership with Global Developmental Centre, Research and Information Systems (RIS), New Delhi, and
IKP Knowledge Park, Hyderabad is organizing a one-day event consisting a varied discussion platform with Government officials, policy makers,
thematic experts, researchers, and innovators across the subthemes that encompass SDG goals towards food and nutritional security, climate
resilience, and wellness. A varied platform for panel discussions, startup exhibitions expert talks will form part of workshop. The objective is give
all stakeholders an opportunity to help build an actionable framework towards accelerating pathways through innovations. We see a potential
through this workshop to offer the T20/G20 platform, ‘a stakeholder-driven actionable framework of new innovation-led pathways’ and accelerate
the reach to SGDs.
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Time Activity

9:00 – 9:15 hrs. Inauguration of the Exhibition 

9:15 – 9:20 hrs.

Introduction to the event
Dr. R. Kalpana Sastry
MD, AgHub and Chair, TF6, T20 Engagement Group.
About Task Force 6
Mr. G. A. Tadas
Fellow, RIS and Chair, TF6, T20 Engagement Group.



  9:20 - 9:25 hrs.

Remarks
Mr. Gareth Wyn Owen, Deputy High Commissioner, British High Commission.

  9:25 – 9:35 hrs.
Remarks
Dr. Sudheer Kumar
Registrar (PJTSAU) and Director, AgHub.

9:35 – 9:55 hrs.
Keynote Address “Investing in a Sustainable Tomorrow”
Dr. G.R. Chintala, Former Chairman, NABARD.

9:55 – 10:05 hrs.
Address by Guest of Honour: “Aligning Ourselves to SDGs – The ICRISAT Approach”
Dr. Arvind Kumar, DDG, ICRISAT.

10:20-10:40 hrs. Tea break and visit to exhibition. 
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Theme 1 - Turning ‘Challenges’ across Agri-food Value Chain into
‘Opportunities’

10:40-11:10 hrs.

Mr. Ajit Rangnekar, DG, Research and Innovation
Circle of Hyderabad.

Ms. Deepanwita Chattopadhyay, Foundation
Member, Startup20 and CEO, IKP Knowledge Park.

LEAD PRESENTATION
"The Innovation Ecosystem - The Indian Landscape "

"Navigating Innovation Maze in Life Sciences and Agri-
Food Technology Basket" 

11:10-11:50 hrs.

Mr. Shivam Sharma, Director Strategy & Partnership,
Absolute Foods.
Mr. Rupa Manoj Kumar, Founder & CEO, Natura Crop
Care.
Dr. N.R.G. Verma, Pr. Scientist, ARI, PJTSAU.
Mr. G. A. Tadas, Fellow of RIS & Chair, TF6, T20.
Mr. R. Inigo Arul Selvan, General Manager, NABARD.

Panel Discussion

11:50-12:30 hrs.
Dr. Bindu Nishal, VP - Agri Innovation, Sustainability
Innovation Center, IKP Knowledge Park.

Q & A Session and Sum-up by Moderator

Theme 2: The Neo - Technology Hamper for AVCs

10:40-11:10 hrs.

 Dr. V. Praveen Rao, Director, AgHub & Former
Vice Chancellor, PJTSAU.

Dr. K. V. Sathyanarayana, Sathguru Management
Consultants.

LEAD PRESENTATION
"Digi Agriculture : The Promise of Next Revolution"

    
"Biotechnology for Inclusive Growth" 

11:10-11:50 hrs.

Mr. Srivatsa Sreenivasarao, CEO, TraceX
Technologies.
Mr. Sai Krishna, CEO, Fishy Farmers.
Ms. L. Rama Devi, OSD, Dept of ITEC, GoTS.
Mr. Avishek Gupta, MD & CEO, Caspian Debt.
Dr. Anitha Vodur, Dean of PG Studies, PJTSAU.

Panel Discussion

11:50-12:30 hrs.
Mr. Vijay Nadiminti, CEO, AgHub.

Q & A Session and Sum-up by Moderator
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Theme 3: Women as the Driving Force for Accelerating SDGs

13:30-14:00 hrs.
 Dr. Sanchita Mitra, SEWA.

Ms. Deepthi Ravula, CEO, WE Hub, GoTS.

LEAD PRESENTATION

“Feminisation of Agriculture - The SEWA Story “

“Digital Platform for Democratization of Women-led
Entrepreneurship “

14:00-14:40 hrs.

Ms. Deepya Reddy, Co-founder, Absolute Milk.
Ms. Maya Vivek, Co-founder, Holy Waste. 
Mr. Emmanuel Murray, Investment Director,
Caspian.
Ms. Anasuyaben Arvinbhai Chauhan, SEWA Team.
Ms. Thinlas Chorol, SEWA Team.

Panel Discussion

14:40-15:10 hrs.
Ms. Mukta Sharma, Ecosystem Enabler.

Q & A Session and Sum-up by Moderator

Theme 4 - Inclusivity for Sustainable Goals

13:30-14:00 hrs.
Dr. B. Dayakar Rao, CEO, NutriHub, IIMR.

Mr. Abhay Pareek, Head - Agriculture initiative for
India, World Economic Forum.

LEAD PRESENTATION

“Millets - The Super Foods” 

“Transformational Journey for Sustainable World”

14:00-14:40 hrs.

Mr. Hanumant K. Zendage, Special Commissioner,
Department of Agri and Co-operative, GoTS.
Mr. Anil Kumar Epur, Director, AgHub & Former
President, CII, Southern Region.
Dr. Shanta Thoutam, CIO, TSIC, GoTS.
Mr. Prabir Mishra, Founder, TRST01.
Dr. Lakshmi Santhanam, Co-Founder, Renkube.

Panel Discussion

14:40-15:10 hrs.
Dr. Viswanadham Duppatla, VP and Head - LSI, IKP
Knowledge Park.

Q & A Session and Sum-up by Moderator

Schedule
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Concluding Session

 15:50-16:20 hrs.

Dr. R. Kalpana Sastry, MD, AgHub and Chair, TF6, T20 Engagement Group.

Ms. Deepanwita Chattopadhyay, Foundation Member, Startup20 and CEO, IKP Knowledge Park.

Mr. Atul Kaushik, GDC Fellow, RIS.

Dr. J. Satyanarayana, DSA, PJTSAU.

Highlights of Technical Sessions: A Video Montage

Converging Start-up20 to T20 Engagement

Fostering Mutually Beneficial Development Partnerships among Developing Countries

Announcement of Awards

16:20-16:40 hrs.
Remarks by Guest of Honour
Ms. Suseela Chintala, CGM, NABARD, TSRO.

16:40-17:00 hrs. Remarks by Chief Guest
Mr. Jayesh Ranjan, IAS, Principal Secretary, Dept of IT& EC, GoTS.

17:00-17:20 hrs.
  

Presidential Remarks 
Mr. M. Raghunandan Rao, IAS, Vice Chancellor (PJTSAU) and Chairperson, AgHub.

17:20-17:30 hrs.
Vote of Thanks
Mr. Vijay Nadiminti, CEO, AgHub.

Schedule
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 S.No. Name Representative 

1. Transity Mr. Krishna Kumar

2. Tracex Technologies Pvt. Ltd. Mr. Srivatsa Sreenivasarao 

3 Trayambhu Tech Solutions Pvt. Ltd. Mr. Prabir Mishra

4 Xmachines Mr. Trivikram Kumar

5 Bomlife Pvt. Ltd. Mr. Amlan Datta

6 Marut Drones Mr. Prem Kumar Vislawath

7 Levain Bakers Pvt. Ltd. Ms. Nalini Kumar

8 Srija Green Galaxy Ms. A. Srija

9 Srigpavens Life Sciences Pvt. Ltd. Dr. Gajula Prabhakar

10. Holocene Ecosolutions Pvt. Ltd. Ms. Madhu Konarka Paruchuri

11. Oscillo Machines Pvt. Ltd. Mr. Prajwal M.

12. Country Chicken Co Mr. Saikesh Goud

13. M&D Greenfields (MRILQ) Ms. Maushumi

14. Harsar Innovations Pvt Ltd Mr. Harsha Vardhan

15. Library Solutions Ms. Aparna Vishwanatham

 S.No. Name Representative 

16. Capsber Global Agro Pvt.Ltd. Mr. Manoj Kumar R

17. State Bank of India Mr. Lokesh Kumar

18. HDFC Bank Mr. Ramakrishna Bere

19. Nutricircle Pvt Ltd Mr. C S Jadhav

20. Delta Things Pvt Ltd Mr. Rajashekar Reddy

21. Palle Srujana Mr. P. Ganeshan, Brig (Retd.)

22. Student Innovator  Mr. Ashok Gorre

23. Sridevi Machinery Mr. Shannukha Rao

24. Lakshmi Sarasa Mr. Velle Srinivas

25. Neereti Robo Mr. Mende Srinivas

26. MBNR MKM Autospeed LLP Mr. Md. Khaja

27. SEWA
Ms. Anasuyaben

Ms. Thinlas Chorol 

28. M&D Greenfields (MRILQ) Ms. Maushumi

29. Axis Bank Mr. Venkat Kumar Reddy

Participating Exhibitors 
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Mr. Jayesh Ranjan, IAS  
 Principal Secretary, 

Dept of IT& EC, GoTS



Mr. M  Raghunanadan Rao, IAS 
 VC, PJTSAU

 & Chairperson, Aghub 



Mr. Hanumant K. Zendage, IAS   
 Special Commissioner,
 Telangana State Portal

Agriculture & Co-operation



Dr. Shanta Thoutam 
 CIO, TSIC, GoTS




Ms. Deepthi Ravula 
 CEO, WE Hub, GoTS




Mr. Avishek Gupta
MD & CEO, Caspian Debt 

Mr. Inigo Arul Selvan
 GM, NABARD




Dr. R. Kalpana Sastry
 MD AgHub and Chair, TF6,

T20 Engagement Group



Ms. Deepanwita Chattopadhyay 
Foundation Member, Startup20 and

CEO, IKP Knowledge Park.

Mr. Gareth Wynn Owen
 Deputy High Commissioner,

British High Commission

Dr. G. R. Chintala     
Chairman (Rtd.), NABARD 

Mr. Gopalkrishna A. Tadas
Visiting Fellow of RIS & Chair
TF6, T20 Engagement Group








Dr. Arvind Kumar   
Deputy Director General,

ICRISAT



Ms. Susheela Chintala
 Chief General Manager,

NABARD, TSRO, Hyderabad



Dr. Sudheer Kumar   
Registrar (PJTSAU) and

Director, AgHub



Mr. Anil Kumar Venkat Epur         
Director, AgHub, Former

President, CII



Speakers
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Dr. Satyanarayana K. V. 
VP, LSC, Sadhguru

Management Consultants



Dr. V. Praveen Rao   
Director, AgHub & Former Vice

Chancellor, PJTSAU



Mr. Ajit Rangnekar 
 Director General        

RICH



Ms. Lanka Rama Devi 
 Director, Emerging

Technologies, OSD , GoTS

Mr. Abhay Pareek
Head - Agriculture Initiative for
India, World Economic Forum






Dr.  Sanchita Mitra 
 National Coordinator, Self

Employed Women's
Association (SEWA)




Dr. J.  Satyanarayana
DSA,PJTSAU




Dr. B. Dayakar Rao  
CEO, NutriHub, IIMR




Ms. Maya Vivek       
Co-Founder, Holy Waste 




Mr. Atul Kaushik     
Fellow, GDC, RIS




Mr. Vijay Nadiminti
 CEO, AgHub

Mr. Emmanuel Murray
Investment Director,  Caspian

Dr. N.R.G. Verma
Pr. Scientist, ARI, PJTSAU




Dr. Shivam Sharma 
Director, Strategy &

Partnership, Absolute Foods



Dr. Anitha Vodur       
 Dean of PG Studies, PJTSAU




Mr. Prabir Misra
 Founder and CEO, TRST01




Dr. Lakshmi Santhanam
 COO, Co-Founder, Renkube 




Dr. Viswanadham Duppatla
VP and Head - LSI

IKP Knowledge Park



Mr. Srivatsa Sreenivasarao
CEO, TraceX Technologies




Ms. Thinlas Chorol 
 FPO, Self Employed
Women's Association

Mr. Rupa Manoj Kumar
Founder & CEO, Natura Crop C

Ms. Mukta Sharma
Entrepreneur Enabler

Dr. Bindu Nishal
VP - Agri Innovation, SIC

IKP Knowledge Park



Ms. Deepya Reddy  
 Co-founder, Absolute Milk




Mr. Sai Krishna 
CEO, Fishy Famers 
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AgHub – Agri Innovation Hub
AgHub is a first of its kind Incubator in a Hub and Spoke model with its innovation hub at PJTSAU, Hyderabad that caters to food and
agritech startups, aspiring student entrepreneurs PAN India. The Rural Innovation Spokes cater to rural innovators and entrepreneurs
seeking to promote rural entrepreneurship among rural youth, women, grassroots innovators, farmers & FPOs in Tier-II and Tier-III
towns of the State of Telangana. AgHub is a Section-8 Company registered as a non-profit under the Indian Companies Act. It is a
Rural Business Incubation Centre funded with the earnest support of NABARD. Till date AgHub has nurtured ~45+ Food & Agritech
startups, 1500+ Design Thinkers, 500+ Ideas, ~ 10 rural enterprises, 20 grantees, ~2 seed funded startups and is impacting the lives of
~5000 farmers in the region.

PJTSAU
Professor Jayashankar Telangana State Agricultural University (PJTSAU),  the only Agricultural University in the State of Telangana
was established in the year 2014, is the youngest Agriculture University in the Country. PJTSAU envisions itself as a Centre of
Excellence, a one stop destination for agricultural innovation encompassing Education, Research and Extension through all its faculties,
to empower farmers and rural communities ensuring evergreen prosperity, to create, foster and present to the world a crop of altruistic
agricultural leaders and entrepreneurs who will strive to work for an ecologically and nutritionally balanced future for the State, country
and the world at large.

NABARD
National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) is a Development Bank for Fostering Rural Prosperity that promotes
sustainable and equitable agriculture and rural development through participative financial and non-financial interventions, innovations,
technology and institutional development for securing prosperity. It was established on 12 July 1982 by an Act of Parliament,
transferring the agricultural credit functions of Reserve Bank of India and refinance functions of the then Agricultural Refinance and
Development Corporation (ARDC). NABARD initiatives are aimed at building an empowered and financially inclusive rural India broadly
through three heads viz., Financial, Developmental and Supervision.

Partnering Institutions
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IKP Knowledge Park 
IKP Knowledge Park (IKP) is the first not-for-profit wet lab research park and incubator in India, head-quartered in Genome Valley,
Hyderabad. It was established in 1999 in a 200-acre eco-friendly campus. The mission of IKP is "To advance deepteching and co-create
solutions for tomorrow in health and plant systems". In the last 22 years of operations, IKP has supported 1,400+ companies, startups
and innovator projects by providing facilities, mentorship, IP services and seed funding. IKP has pioneered several initiatives in the
country including conducting Grand Challenges in partnership with BIRAC, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, USAID, DFID,
Government of UK and Government of Karnataka as funding partners, investing in and building makerspace-cum-hardware product
incubator at scale in Bengaluru and smaller satellite incubators in five Tier II cities in Karnataka. 

Research and Information System for Developing Countries 
Research and Information System for Developing Countries (RIS) is a New Delhi based autonomous policy research institute that
specializes in issues related to international economic development, trade, investment and technology. RIS is envisioned as a forum for
fostering effective policy dialogue and capacity building among developing countries on global and regional economic issues. RIS
promotes South-South Cooperation and collaborates with developing countries in multilateral negotiations in various forums. It is also
engaged in several regional economic cooperation initiatives and seeks to strengthen policy coherence on international economic issues
and development partnerships. 

Global Development Centre 
Established at RIS, the Global Development Centre (GDC) is a unique platform, which aims to contribute to the evolving alternative
development paradigm. It is engaged in the promotion of some of India’s transformative development initiatives, practices and flagship
programmes for their possible replication in the Global South by its partner countries or institutions, including government agencies,
think-tanks, academic institutions, and civil society organizations. It also facilitates exchange of successful developmental experiences
and best practices of other developing countries as part of mutual sharing and learning. GDC is also engaged in building a global
database of good developmental practices and offers a platform to interested partners to share their innovative development strategies
and success stories for global good. 
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Program Conducted on: March 17, 2023
Venue of the Program: Auditorium, College of Agriculture, PJTSAU, Rajendranagar 

Purpose of the Program: To showcase the involvement and creative side of the youth in the field of
SDGs. This is not only a precursor to the main T20 event (under G20 event) but also an endeavour to
encourage active participation from young and fertile minds. The objective is to build a future
sustainable world and leave a lasting impression on the youth, by tapping into their intellectual insight
as well as their creative potential. It is out of every creative thought that a collective well-being
movement can occur.

Program Theme: The program is based on the four themes towards reaching Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). These are (i) Food Security, (ii)Nutrition Security, (iii) Climate Resilience
and, (iv) Sustainability.

Agenda of the Program: This is a five-event program. Two artistic expression events on online mode
and three activity - based offline events form part of the program.

Art-based Online Programs
1. Painting
2. Photography

Activity-based Offline Programs
 1. Paper Hack
 2. Rangoli
 3. Extempore speaking

The Game Changers 
and Challengers

 Gen Y: The Game - Changers & Challengers
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A Precursor Event for Engagement with Youth/Students



    Policies for the SDGs need to be designed keeping in mind how to reach the last
individual in line, so that the most vulnerable are also the most sought after. These policies
must be implemented with humane principles at their core. To deepen sustainability efforts,
issues such as climate smart agriculture, biodiversity conservation and sustainable blue
economy, and water conservation need to be addressed. For issues ranging from food and
nutrition for all to universal digital access to inclusive healthcare to broad-based financial
products, how can the G20 countries create/strengthen institutions and collaborations?
Their challenges may also include providing health infrastructure and holistic healthcare
leveraging traditional systems of medicine. While gender outcomes remain a cause for
concern, women-led development processes require significant policy support to promote
entrepreneurship and allied fields so as to increase female labour force participation.
Recent reversals in SDG achievement caused by the pandemic and the ensuing economic
crisis have brought the focus back on societal resilience. Science, Technology, and
Innovation, and technology facilitation for SDGs remain key means of implementation as
outlined in the Addis Ababa Action Agenda (AAAA) and the Agenda 2030. Hence,
revitalising the modalities of development cooperation in its various forms remain critical to
the attainment of the SDGs by 2030.

 

Elizabeth Sidiropoulos, South African Institute of International
Affairs, South Africa.
Fabio Soares, Instituto de Pesquisa Econômica Aplicada, Brazil.
Fahmida Khatun, Centre for Policy Dialogue, Bangladesh.
Lukovi Seke, African Union Development Agency-NEPAD, South
Africa.
Nagesh Kumar, Institute for Studies in Industrial Development,
India
Nitya Mohan Khemka, Director, Global Alliances at PATH.
Riatu Mariatul Qibthiyyah, Universitas Indonesia, Indonesia.
Pamla Gopaul, African Union Development Agency-NEPAD, South
Africa.
Renana Jhabvala, Self-Employed Women’s Association, India.
Shailesh Nayak, National Institute of Advanced Studies, India.
Shamika Ravi, Observer Research Foundation, India.
Shambhavi Naik, The Takshashila Institution, India.
Uttam Sinha, Manohar Parrikar Institute for Defence Studies and
Analyses, India.
Victoria Pavlyushina, Higher School of Economics, Russia.

 Co-Chairs

G. A. Tadas, Research and Information System for Developing
Countries (RIS), New Delhi.
Kalpana Sastry Regulagedda, AgHub Foundation, Hyderabad.

 Chairs

Food Security, Nutrition, and Climate Smart Agriculture.
Water Security and Conservation.
Promoting Holistic Outcomes in Health.
Preserving Biodiversity and Blue Economy.
Gender-sensitive SDG programmes and Investing in Children.
Agenda 2030, AAAA and Partnerships.

Workstreams

TF-6: Accelerating SDGs: Exploring New Pathways to the 2030 Agenda
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       Think20 (T20), as an official G20 Engagement Group, was initiated during the Mexican Presidency in 2012. It serves as an “idea bank” for the G20 by
bringing together think tanks and high-level experts to discuss relevant international socio-economic issues. T20 recommendations are synthesized into
policy briefs and presented to G20 working groups, ministerial meetings, and leaders’ summit to help the G20 deliver concrete policy measures.

Under Think20, Seven Task Forces are in place. These are: 

TF-1: Macroeconomics, Trade, and Livelihoods: Policy Coherence and International Coordination.
TF-2: Our Common Digital Future: Affordable, Accessible and Inclusive Digital Public Infrastructure. 
TF-3: Life, Resilience, and Values for Wellbeing.
TF-4: Refuelling Growth: Clean Energy and Green Transitions.
TF-5: Purpose & Performance: Reassessing the Global Financial Order.
TF-6: Accelerating SDGs: Exploring New Pathways to the 2030 Agenda.
TF-7: Towards Reformed Multilateralism: Transforming Global Institutions and Frameworks.

      This one-day event “Building Innovation-led Entrepreneurial Pathways for Accelerating the Reach to SGDs” is a side event under Task Force 6. The
event aims to host a varied discussion platform with Government Officials, Policy makers, thematic experts, researchers, and innovators across the sub-
themes that encompass SDG goals towards food and nutritional security, climate resilience, and wellness. The objective is to give all stakeholders an
opportunity to help build an actionable framework towards accelerating pathways through innovations. Through this workshop, it is envisaged to bring to
the T20/G20 platform ‘a stakeholder-driven actionable framework of new innovation-led pathways’ and accelerate the reach to SGDs. 

Think20
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